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This bill would assist family caregivers that accompany veterans when they have to travel to be seen by a doctor.   HR 2738, the Veterans' Family Caregiver Assistance Act would expand the Department of Veterans' Affairs authority to make per diem and lodging payments to family members caring for veterans that are receiving medical treatment.

  
      
                From the The Las Cruces Sun News:   Congressman Harry Teague announced Tuesday that he has introduced legislation to assist family caregivers that accompany veterans when they have to travel to be seen by a doctor.  

HR 2738, the Veterans' Family Caregiver Assistance Act would expand the Department of Veterans' Affairs authority to make payments to family members caring for veterans that are receiving medical treatment.

"For many of the veterans in the 2nd Congressional District accessing the healthcare they have earned and deserve takes hours and often times days away from home," Teague said. "The legislation I've introduced would give our veterans more transportation options when traveling to see a doctor as well as ease some of the costs incurred by family caregivers during travel."

Teague, who sits on the Veterans' Affairs Committee, said he introduced the bill after talking to his New Mexico constituents' concerns.

"I worked for and earned a seat on the Veterans' Affairs Committee because addressing the veterans community's concerns and needs is a top priority for me," he said. "Staying in touch with our veterans both when I am in Washington and when I am back home helps me develop legislation like the Caregivers Assistance act to address a problem that many of our veterans are currently struggling with."

The New Mexico Department of Veterans' Affairs estimates that approximately 56,000 veterans in New Mexico have to be transported to a Veterans' Hospital annually. Currently,

the only option for family caregivers to stay overnight with loved ones that are receiving medical treatment is to apply to stay in one of the 27 beds offered at the Veterans' hospital. Renting a hotel room at their own expense is often times cost prohibitive for family caregivers as well.
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The bill has been assigned to the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs.

 

  
      
  
  

                        Click to see new legislation from the 110th and 111 Congress                     
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